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Outdoor Living

Upgrades &
Add-ons

Architects predicteah increase asiemand for homes with outdoor ! Marianne Cusatdesigner
livingspace and their prophecies are being confirmed by 9
homebuyersd desires @delidgplans.r r éoﬁl?tu'ldﬁm?)aﬂﬂ,;'gq}én er s
Over half of the architects who participatethia American Concept Home 2010n
Il nstitute of Architectsdo Tr e#'ﬂab'@{jrvey i dent
front and si dandcpnung temcfer 201CARl, an up
94 percent of residential landscape actdstatedhat outdoor  : Square footage used
living spaces, including cooking and entertaining areas, would.béetermlne/alue, nobecause
popular . it met our needs, but becal

- drywall was a cheap and €
While 77 percent of respondents Rrafessional Remsuieley .
indicated that their average job size decrieasgeard7 percent : jifferentiate their home
said that the pre for their averagsterior job increasédlot only ° Somewhere along the w.
are homeowners seeking out more living §pacg ond t h Q\Ne lost .R4B& S fice. Hou
four wallspbuyers are exerting this preference as well. In fact, 80
percent of those who have purchased a home in the last three- )}%
or plan to in the next taenamed both a rear patio and front por¢
as oOomust haveso6 for a house.

difficult  because  nois

Insight into the Trend
carried from one area of tl

lcecol d | emonadeé porch swi ngs300bggifthdmedoamattic n
fireé ovmghasalways cbnjured blissful memories and: \We need todesign for how
inspired romanticism for &tesses, but why has the outdoor I|V|n.gwe live, not for the sake
trendrecentlytaken hold? Now appears to be the perlfenhsnf : square footage.

downsizing, a desire for communityreation and hosting in the :

home. The culmination of these factors has pushed homeowners to

think beyond th&adtional definition of living space amdlyon
patios, decks, porches, tents and even garages anda&srports
supplemeralliving quarters

way for builders

gcame  so large we h
~Hrouble furnishing, heatir
and cooling them. Son
were so pooyl designed the
private conversations Wwe

Baker, K. (2009). Neighborhood and community design movesrd accessibility, simplicitAlA
Home Desigiirends Surveyl6. http://info.aia.org/aiarchitect/thisweek09/1204/1204b _hdtg3.cfm

Hoak, A. (2010, March 28). Outdoor roor8an Antonio Express News.
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/real_estate/Outdoor_rooms.html

Sweet, J. (2010, March 1). Exterior projects staying strong in dowrRefessional Remodelet0.

National Association of Home Builders (20@)nsumer Preferencedrlando, FL.



http://www.mariannecusato.com/Site_3/MarianneCusato.com.html
http://info.aia.org/aiarchitect/thisweek09/1204/1204b_hdtq3.cfm
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/real_estate/Outdoor_rooms.html

Outdoor Living

Insight into
the Trend

Downsizing

Houses are shrinkinbhe average size oh@vhomein the third quarter of 2009 w25

square feet smallkian at the start of 2006.Ri-gihzi ngdé i s al l- t he r
Mansions are a dying species as lofts, cottages areffapanctranch styles are hitting

markets across the country. From young urbanities to retiringrepsimplified homes

appeal to the masses for a variety of reasons:

o Empty nesters and retireeare downsizing to reduce maintenance.

o Depression 2.6era thinking andtightened lendinigaveinfluenced the size of
homes.

e Young professionalsare choosing tive in the city versus the suburbsstiuce
commute times and are prolonging the age for starting a family (which lends itself to
suburban living).

Community Connections
One of the reasons porches are in demand, according Aomerican Institute of

Architectsd survey, is oO0due to an increase

According to Iconoculture, Inc.,ébéving remains populérthe growth of tighknit,
alternative communitiexyuntering feelings of fragmentation in other areas aff zodi
national life. A sense of community feeds directly into thisMeatbetter way to meet
and connect with neighbors than right in your own backyard.

Hosting in the Home

Peopldef i ne the OAmeri ca
and familymore ofterthan they define it as owning a
home, having a successful career or being narried
Consequently, they are spending more time with Iquee
ones and are eating at home more often and stagi
more staycations. With this increase in family and
friend time coras an increase in hosting at home arg@
an added focus on taking the party outside.

Bank, E. (2010, January 21). The incrediblimlsing home: the trend is smalousing Watchwww.housingwatch.com/2010/01/21/théncredible
shrinkinghome/

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (200B)e 2009 Meife Study of the American Dreahtew York, NY.
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With the transition to outdoor living, homeowners are looking for ways to extend their
footprint and design acumen to the exterior. A homier appearabeeacareved with
décor, building material upgrades and accessories.

Exterior Upgrades

Homeowners are relying on upgrades that elevate the outdoor experiefiez, that
increasec ur b appeal and are not frivolous when

Fiber cement Siding

What béter way tacreate a pleasing setting thag
updating the backdrojm an exclusive pdily
L o we 0Monegnagdzinereplacing or
repairing siding gave respondents the best cg
of happiness and financial payliaekth 88% of
homeowners indicating thaincreased their

il uu”

happinessSRe pl aci ng a home be
cement siding ranks as thp remodeling projec

when it comes to return on investnfaith

advancements such as

ColorPlusE technol og ng

requires eveless maintenance than ever befo
and includes a warranty guarantee that the co"
finish will not crack, chip or peel for at least 15 years.

Landscaping

At one timelandseping meant expensive topiari
andponds thatesembled water parks. Water
conservation and reduced consumer spendieg
impacted what a welanicured lawn looks like byt
has not changed the fact that a-mealhicured lawnj o .
is still sought by homeowners. People are choo
to supplement their gardens not with more
vegetation duwith lighting that shows off what
they already have. Also, with the logatyn
movement, homeowners are opting for vegetab
and herb gardens.

Money magazine; Lowes. (2010, April). Making the right mdwesey.92.

Alfano, S. (2009, November). Cost vs. value reRamodelinghttp://www.remodeling.hw.net/2009/costvsvalue/national.aspx
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Those who yearn fadditional space blaicka porch are relyiran canopiesents and
gazebosThese options are not omgxpensive, because they are freestahding,

homeowners can choose their location and even take the structure with them when they
move.

Accessorizing is the answerifomeowners who already have thatidoor space in tifpp

condition or are looking for some quick fixes for hosting. From fire pits to lighting to lounge
furniture, there are more options than &veetthe stage for entertainment.

Insignia®- Simulated Rock Outdoor Spealgzst Buy
($99.97 for pair)

Firehous® Black Targe($159.99)

Black Finish Plastic Window Pane 4 Watt Low Voltage
Outdoor Beanbag Cub#&/est EI($89 Light Home Dep{8%.97) g



